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Britain infant burials were often deposited under the eaves of a
housewith scant ceremony.

The cemeteries were probably the burial grounds of two
families settlerspushing north into the territory of the Iceni.
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POSTSCRIPT

Additional information received since this paper was written
indicates that Nos. 7, 13 and 14 constituted one grave group, that
No. 8 was found in isolation,and that No. 9 wasaccompaniedby a
bowl, probably No. 12or one of those in an evenmore fragmentary
condition.

NOTES ON THE CREMATED BONES
By CALVIN WELLS, F.R.A.I., PH.D., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.

No. 2. This consists of several hundred fragments, most of
which are very small. Most areas of the body are representedhere,
Identifiable are: cranial remains, including many pieces of vault.
part of a petrous temporal bone, a small length of superior orbital
margin, and pieces of facial skeleton. A few vertebral and pelvic
fragments can be identified and many pieces of long bones, in-
cluding parts of the articular surfaces of humeral, radial and
femoraljoints.
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The sex of these remains is uncertain but is rather more likely
to be female than male, despite some sturdy fragments of femoral
shaft.

Lengths of unfused cranial sutures may indicate that this was a
young adult—but undue weight must not be attached to this
feature when estimating age.

The cremation has been efficiently performed.
No. 3. This consists of several dozen fragments, almost all

very small.
Identifiable are: parts of a cranial vault and base, including

a fragment of mastoid process. Also many splinters of long bones
and a small piece of a talus.

These remains are those of an adult of uncertain age. It is
almost certainly a male.

No pathology is recognizable.
The cremation has been carried out efficiently.
No. 5. This contains several dozen minute fragments, almost

all less than 10 mm. long. They are from a young child, probably
in the 2-3 year old range.

A few tiny flakes of cranial vault are recognizable. Two small
cusps of a (probably unerupted) deciduous molar tooth—or
teeth—survive. A fragment of iliac bone can be identified. Most of
the rest are splinters of the shafts of femora, tibiae and other long
bones.

No pathology is detectable.
This cremation has been carried out efficiently.

No. 6. This consists of about four dozen very small fragments
of bone, most of them less than 5 mm. long. They are so tiny that
almost nothing can be said about them. Two flakes of cranial
vault and one small spicule of long bone suggest that this was an
adult, not a child—but it is difficult to be sure of this. Most of the
fragments are unidentifiable splinters of long bone.

Firing has been carried out efficiently.

No. 9. Only a few extremely incomplete fragments are
present. They are from an adult, almost certainly a rather lightly
built female. Little can be said about them.

Identifiable are fragments (all small) of cranial vault, vertebrae,
ribs, pelvis, long bones, and small bones of feet.

No. 11. This consists of a few dozen very tiny fragments.
Identifiable are: a few flakes of cranial vault, a piece of man-

dible, rib fragments, and some splinters of long bones.
This was an adult; some unfused cranial sutures may suggest a

young adult. The sex cannot be determined.
The cremation has been efficiently fired.
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No. 16. This contains a few dozen fragments. Included are:
a piece of occipital squama and other areas of cranial vault. A few
vertebral pieces; part of the head of a humerus and the base of a
scapular spine; a splinter of femoralneck and fragmentsof femoral
condyles;rib flakes;a metacarpal head.

This is an adult male.
The cremation is well fired but not well collected although

most parts of the body are represented.
No. 19. This conitainsa fewdozen fragments. Identifiable are:

some pieces of cranial vault showingunfused sutures and some of
cranial base. Vertebral and long bone fragmentsare present.

This is probably a young adult male.
The cremation has been well fired but indifferently collected

or preserved.
No. 20. This consistsofa fewdozenfragments. Identifiable are

part of the glenoidfossaof a scapula, a fragment of femoralcondyle
and many splintersof long bones.

This was an adult male.
The cremation has been well fired but poorly collected.
No. 21. This consistsof a few hundred fragments. Identifiable

are: plaques of cranial vault, someof which showadvancing fusion
of sutures; a fewpiecesof cranial base; many fragmentsofvertebrae
and ribs; parts of the proximal articular surfaces of a humerus,
a radius and both femora; and numerous splinters of long bone
shafts.

This is probably a female.
The age is likelyto be in the 40-50 year range.
This cremation has been well fired.
No. 22. This containsa fewdozen fragments. Identifiable are:

parts of a cranial vault, some showing unfused lengths of suture;
a mandibular condyle; pieces of vertebrae; fragments from the
glenoid surface of a left scapula, from the head of a humerus and
the distal part of a humeral shaft. Alsosplinters of an innominate
and long bones.

This is a male. Probably in the 35-45 year range.
The cremation has been well fired. Collectionhas been poor.
No. 27. This consists of five well fired fragments of adult

long bone.
No. 36. This contained several dozen small fragments of an

adult, almost certainly a male.
Identifiable are a fewfragmentsof cranial vault; several pieces

of vertebrae including the dens of the axis; parts of the shafts and
articular ends of long bones; a patella; a few pelvic scraps and the
distal articular surfaceof a phalanx of the hand.
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This individual seems,from the evidenceof muscleattachments,
to have been fairly robustlybuilt.

Osteophytotic remnants were recognizable on the margins of
somevertebral bodiesand this may suggest(a) that this personwas
more likelyto be over 30 or 35 when he died, than under that age;
(b) that he was accustomedto fairly strenuouswork.

The cremation has been efficientlyfired but subsequentlycol-
lection of fragmentswas indifferentlycarried out, if we can judge
from the survivingremains.

SUMMARY

Of the thirteen cremations reported from Boxford, twelve are
adult and one a 2-3 year old child. Of the adults, three are likely
to be less than 30; three more than 35. Six have been tentatively
sexedas male, three as female, and three (in addition to the child)
are unsexable.

All cremations were efficiently fired, though collection—or
preservation—of the remains has been poor. No pathology was
found.

No cremation contained more than one individual.
No animal bones occurred with any of them.
The very poor condition and extreme fragmentation of these

remains makes all the conclusionsin this report somewhat more
uncertain and tentative than usual.


